402/ 1974
Act on the Defence Forces

Passed on May 31, 1974 in Hel sinki

The followng is enacted in accordance with the deci sion
of Parlianent:

Section 1
The adm nistrative and mlitary organi zation of the
Def ence Forces shall conformwi th the provisions laid

down in this Act.

Provisions on mlitary service in the Defence Forces are
| aid down in the Conscription Act.

Section 2

The Defence Forces have a duty to:

1) undertake surveillance of the nation’s | and and sea
areas and air space in cooperation with other supervision

supervi sory authorities;

2) secure the nation’s territorial integrity, using
force if necessary;

3) defend the nation and its judicial systemand the
l'ivelihoods and basic rights of its citizens;

4) mai ntain and develop the nation’s mlitary defence
readi ness;

5) provide mlitary training;



5a) support voluntary national defence training as

provi ded by decree or by a decision of the Mnistry of
Def ence or, according to circunstances, the Defence
Staff, and otherwise to pronote the will to defend the
nation and activities that inprove the physical condition
of citizens;

6) provide executive assistance to nmaintain public order
and security where necessary, as separately provided for;

6a) participate in rescue operations by naking avail abl e
equi pnent, human resources and speci al expertise required
for such operations should this be necessary in view of
the extent or special nature of the accident;
participation in rescue operations shall not conprom se
the performance of national defence duties;

7) participate in peacekeeping activities as provided in
the Act on Peace Support Operations (514/1984);

7a) participate in the performance of the defence
adm nistration’s international activities as provided
where necessary by decree of the Mnistry of Defence; and

8) undertake any other duties prescribed to the Defence
Forces by | aw.

Section 2a

Repeal ed.

Section 2b

A regional adm nistrative authority or |ocal authority of
the Defence Forces nay, to the extent required for
mlitary reasons or to protect outside parties from
danger, prohibit or restrict the novenent of unauthorized
persons in an area or |ocation used by the Defence



Forces. Puni shnments for violating the prohibition are
| aid down in the Penal Code.

In an area used tenporarily by the Defence Forces for
trai ning where defence materiel is stored or troops

depl oyed or where the activities nmay present a danger to
outside parties, the prohibition or restriction referred
to in paragraph 1 may al so be ordered by the exercise
conmander .

Section 3

The Defence Forces are subject to the adm nistrative
authority of the Mnistry of Defence.

Provi sions on the suprenme conmand of the Defence Forces
are laid down in the Constitution.

Section 4

The Def ence Forces conpri se:

1) the Chief of Defence;

2) the Defence Staff and regional adm nistration
headquarters;

3) the Arnmy, Navy and Air Force;

4) mlitary establishnents;

5) brigade-level units and other units; and

6) the National Defence Coll ege.

The peacetinme conposition and conmand structure of the

Def ence Forces shall be determ ned by the Mnistry of
Def ence. The right of the Chief of Defence to issue



detail ed orders concerning the peacetine conposition and
command structure of the Defence Forces according to
princi pl es approved by the Mnistry of Defence shall be
provi ded by decree.

Section 4a

Repeal ed.

Section 5

The division of the country into regional comands and
mlitary provinces subordinate to themfor the purposes
of Defence Forces duties shall be provided by decree.

Section 6

The Chi ef of Defence shall have direct command and
control of the Defence Forces.

The Defence Staff shall be the suprenme headquarters and
hi gher admi nistrative authority of the Defence Forces.

Provi sions on the regional and |ocal adm nistration of
t he Defence Forces shall be |aid down by decree.

Section 7

Provi sions on official posts in the Defence Forces shal
be | aid down by decree.

The retraining of a person appointed to an exclusively
fixed-termmlitary post shall be supported by providing
rei mbursenent for costs incurred in studies taken outside
the Defence Forces during the enploynent under the Study
Leave Act (273/1979). If a training allowance is not

pai d, a service rei nbursenent of the same anmount shall be
paid as a lunp sumafter the end of the enpl oynent.



Trai ning al l owance or service rei nbursenent shall be paid
if the enploynent has |asted for a total of at |east
three years, and it shall anmount to the difference

bet ween the standard military pension paynent for the

rel evant type of post and the pension paynent stipul ated
for the exclusively fixed-termmlitary post in question,
but no | ess than twel ve per cent of the pre-tax taxable

pay.

If a person who has been paid training all owance or
service rei nbursenent is appointed tenporarily to another
mlitary post in the Defence Forces on the basis of
training given by or wholly funded by the Defence Forces
wi thin one year of the end of the fixed-term enpl oynent,
a maxi mum of half of the benefits paid can be reclained
as provided in sections 60 and 61 of the State Civil
Servants Act (750/1994).

More detail ed provisions on the accrual and paynent of
the benefits referred to in paragraph 2 above and the
clai mng of repaynent referred to in paragraph 3 shall be
| ai d down by decree of the Mnistry of Defence.

Section 8

The President of the Republic shall decide on matters of
mlitary conmand and matters of mlitary appoi ntnment as
provided in this Act.

Secti on 8a

The President of the Republic shall decide on the centra
principles of the nation’s mlitary defence, inportant
changes in mlitary defence readi ness, the principles of
i mplenmenting mlitary defence and ot her far-reaching
matters of mlitary conmand or inportant matters of
principle in mlitary command concerning the mlitary
activities and mlitary order of the Defence Forces.



As a matter of mlitary command, the President shall also
decide on pronotions in mlitary rank as provided in this
Act .

The President nmay choose to decide on a matter of
mlitary conmand that is addressed for the decision of
the Chief of Defence or other mlitary conmander. The
Chi ef of Defence shall provide the President and the

M ni ster of Defence with information on inportant natters
of mlitary conmmand under the authority of mlitary
conmander s.

The Chi ef of Defence shall resolve matters of mlitary
conmand ot her than those for the decision of the
President unless they are prescribed or ordered for the
deci sion of another mlitary commander. A mlitary
commander may choose to decide on a matter of mlitary
conmand that is addressed for the decision of a
subor di nat e.

The division of authority between the Chief of Defence
and subordi nate conmanders in matters of mlitary command
may be | aid down by decree of the President of the
Republ i c.

Section 8b

The President of the Republic shall take decisions on
matters of mlitary conmand on subm ssion by the Chief of
Def ence. The deci sions shall be countersigned by the
Chi ef of Defence. Wien a matter of mlitary command is
presented to the President, the Mnister of Defence is
entitled to be present and to state an opinion on the
matter. When a matter of mlitary command is presented as
referred to in section 8a(l) above, the Mnister of

Def ence shall nonethel ess be present, in addition to



which the Prime Mnister may be present and may state an
opi nion on the matter.

The President nmay, on his own initiative or on the

subm ssion of the Mnister of Defence, decide to forward
a matter of mlitary command for decision at a
presidential session of the Governnent. In such a case,
the President shall decide on the matter on the

subm ssion of the Mnister of Defence w thout a proposed
deci sion by the Governnment. When a matter of mlitary
command is presented at a presidential session of the
Governnent, the Chief of Defence is entitled to be
present and to state an opinion on the matter.

Section 8c

The President of the Republic shall appoint and assign
duties to the Chief of Defence, the Chief of the Defence
Staff, generals, admrals, the Defence Forces Chief

Engi neer, the Defence Forces Surgeon General and the
Chapl ain General. The President shall take decisions on
appoi ntnents and assigning duties at a session of the
Government on the proposal of the Governnent. In the sane
way the President shall assign an officer or specia

of ficer of the Defence Forces the duties of mlitary
attaché, assistant mlitary attaché or mlitary
representative or equivalent international duties.

As a mlitary appointnent matter, the President shal

deci de on the appointnent of an officer other than
referred to in paragraph 1 and on assigning an officer
the duties of Aide-de-Canp to the President of the
Republic. The President shall take the decisions on
mlitary appointnent matters on the subm ssion of the
Chi ef of Defence. The decisions shall be countersigned by
the Chief of Defence. Wien presenting this type of matter
to the President, the Mnister of Defence is entitled to
be present and to state an opinion on the natter.



The authority to assign duties to an officer other than
referred to in paragraphs 1 and 2 and to appoi nt and
assign duties to other postholders in the Defence Forces
shall be provided by Governnent decree.

Section 8d

What is provided in the Act on conpensation for specia

| ocal circunstances and ot her benefits payable to civil
servants in diplomatic m ssions abroad (651/1993) shal
apply where appropriate to conpensation for special |oca
ci rcunst ances and ot her financial benefits payable to
persons assigned to the duties of mlitary attaché,
assistant mlitary attaché and mlitary representative
and to equivalent international duties and for persons
assisting them

The conparability of a person referred to in paragraph 1
above with a civil servant of the foreign affairs

adm ni stration shall be provided by decree of the

M ni stry of Defence.

Section 9

In the order of decision-making on matters of mlitary
command, the President of the Republic shall, on the

subm ssion of the Chief of Defence, pronote persons to
the mlitary ranks of Second Lieutenant, Sub-Lieutenant
and Li eutenant and to higher officer ranks and the
special officer and warrant officer ranks equivalent to
themin nanme. The decision-making in a matter of
pronotion to the rank of brigadier general, commobdore or
hi gher officer or equival ent special officer ranks and in
a matter concerning the granting of an equival ent service
rank shall, however, be on the subm ssion of the Mnister
of Defence.



Mlitary and service ranks and the grounds for pronotion
in mlitary rank and granting a service rank and the
authority to pronote to mlitary ranks other than
referred to in paragraph 1 and to grant an equi val ent
service rank shall be provided by decree of the President
of the Republic.

Section 9a

A postholder in the Defence Forces is obliged to transfer
to anot her Defence Forces post or to other duties when
necessary in order to performthe function or ensure
appropriate arrangenents for the service of the person
concer ned.

If transfer to another post or assignnent to other duties
requires a change in service |location for the postholder,
the person shall be given information about the decision
at least three nonths in advance.

An appeal may be | odged agai nst a deci si on concerning
transfer to a post or assignnent to duties that would
mean a change of service location for the posthol der as
provided in the Adm nistrative Judicial Procedure Act
(586/1996). However, unless the appeal authority decides
ot herwi se, the decision shall be conplied with regardl ess
of whether an appeal was | odged. No appeal may be | odged
agai nst a decision on transfer to a post or assignnment to
duties that does not require a change in service

| ocati on.

What is provided in paragraph 1 does not apply to
participation in peacekeeping activities abroad referred

to in section 2(7).

Section 9b



10

Provisions on mlitary unifornms and ot her uniforns shal
be |l aid down by decree. More detailed regulations on the
uni forms nay be issued by the relevant mnistry or by the
Chi ef of Defence or the Defence Staff, as stipulated by
the mnistry.

Section 10

Equi ppi ng and mai ntai ning the Defence Forces and the

| ocations of their constituent parts shall be regul ated
by adm ni strative action. No appeal may be nmade agai nst a
deci sion on these matters.

Subject to mlitary conditions, brigade-Ilevel units shal
be located in localities in which the |ocal population
has the same nother tongue as that of the unit’s
conscripts or in which the |ocal population is bilingual.

Section 10a

The National Defence College is an establishnment of

hi gher education under the authority of the Defence
Staff. The entry of students to the National Defence
Col l ege is subject to the approval of the commandant of
the College in accordance with the criteria defined by
the Defence Staff and the admi ssion systemdefined in the
regul ations. Applicants to study on the officer training
programme may be accepted if they are aged 26 years or

| ess, or 23 years or less in the case of pilot training.
Exceptions may be made to the age limts if there is good
cause.

The studi es of students at the National Defence Coll ege
can be term nated on account of long-termillness, |ack
of sufficient progress in the studies or for sone other
simlar weighty reason. If a student is guilty of
commtting a crimnal act or otherw se of behavi our
unsuitable to the rank of soldier, he may be expell ed.
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Deci sions on the term nation of a student’s studi es or
expul sion are taken by the conmandant.

A person who has applied to study at the National Defence
Col | ege but is not accepted for adm ssion in the
procedure referred to in paragraph 1, may apply to the
Nat i onal Defence College in witing for the decision on
the matter to be altered. Students nmay al so apply to the
Nat i onal Defence College for an alteration to be made to
a review of their study performance or to a simlar

deci sion on their studies.

An appeal against a decision of the National Defence
College is lodged with the adm nistrative court as
provided in the Adm nistrative Judicial Procedure Act
(586/1996). An appeal cannot be made agai nst a deci sion
referred to in paragraph 3 above on which an alteration
may be sought. After a decision is issued in an
alteration procedure an appeal against it may be | odged
with the adm nistrative court. No appeal, however, may be
made agai nst a decision issued in an alteration procedure
concerning a review of a student’s performance.

No appeal may be nade agai nst an adm nistrative court
deci si on concerni ng approval of a student application
referred to in paragraph 1 or term nation of studies or
expul sion of a student as referred to in paragraph 2.

Provi sions on the National Defence College, on the
qualifications that can be taken there and on ot her
training given there, and also on the procedure for
approvi ng student applications referred to in paragraph
1, the procedure concerning term nation of studies and
the expul sion of a student referred to in paragraph 2 and
the alteration procedure referred to in paragraph 3 shal
be provided in nore detail by Governnent decree. Sone of
the training leading to the qualifications shall be
arranged in the schools of the three services, of the
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branches of the services and of the conbat service
support branches.

Section 10b

Persons accepted for training | eading to National Defence
Col | ege qualifications shall submt a witten undertaking
to serve in a Defence Forces or Frontier Guard post that
corresponds to their training for a maxi numof four years
after conpleting an officer’s higher degree or doctora
degree, or for a maxi num of three years after conpleting
an officer’s | ower degree or a general staff officer’s
qual i fication, and, for students undergoing pilot or

navi gator training, to serve as students training for a
mlitary post and to serve in the post for a total of no
nore than 14 years after the start of the training. In
the case of the doctoral degree and the general staff

of ficer qualification, the undertaking concerns only
studying that is done on full pay.

If the person in question resigns or is given notice
during the period referred to in paragraph 1 or he

term nates his studies or the studies at the Nationa

Def ence Col |l ege are term nated for a reason attri butable
to himother than illness or lack of flying aptitude, he
shal | rei nmburse the anount defined according to the type
of qualification or training content, but no nore than
half of the training costs incurred by the State, as
provided in nore detail by decree of the Mnistry of

Def ence.

An appeal may be nade against a decision referred to in
this section as provided in the Adm nistrative Judicia

Procedure Act.

Section 11
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What is provided on the Defence Establishnent in another
act or decree shall correspondingly apply to the Defence
For ces.

Section 12

More detail ed provisions on the enforcenent of this Act
shall be given by decree.

Provi sions on the enbl em of the Defence Forces shall be
provi ded by decree of the President of the Republic.

Section 13

This Act enters into force on Septenber 1, 1974. It
repeal s section 52(2) of the Conscription Act (452/50) of
Sept enber 15, 1950.

Hel si nki, May 31, 1974

President of the Republic
Urho Kekkonen

M ni ster of Defence
Kristian Gestrin



