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Gover nnent Deci si on

on prohibitions and restrictions on products containing

ni ckel and its conpounds

(2/ 2000)

Section 1

(1)

Thi s Deci si on contains provisions on prohibitions and
restrictions on products containing nickel and its
conpounds as laid down in the Appendi x.

(2) The Decision does not apply to research, devel opnent
work or analysis, or exports outside the European
Econom c Area.

Section 2

(1) Compliance with this Decision shall be nonitored by
t he supervisory authorities referred to in the
Chem cal s Act and Product Safety Act in respect of
their own spheres of conpetence.

(2) The tests required by the Decision shall be perfornmed
i n accordance with the SFS-EN standards approved by
t he Fi nni sh Standards Associ ati on.

Section 3

(1) This Decision enters into force on January 20, 2000.

(2) Products not in accordance with the requirenents of

this Decision may not be placed on the market after
July 20, 2000.



(3) Products not in accordance with the requirenents of
this Decision nmay not be sold or supplied to
consuners after July 20, 2001, unless they have been
pl aced on the market before the entry into force of
t he Deci sion.



Appendi x

Ni ckel (CAS No. 7440-0-20, EINECS No. 2311114) and its
conpounds

Ni ckel and its conmpounds may not be used or placed on the
mar ket

1. in piercing post assenblies or their parts that are
intended to be worn in pierced ears and in other
parts of the human body during epithelization of the
wound caused by piercing unless such post assenblies
or their parts are honogenous and the concentration
of nickel —expressed as mass of nickel to total nass
—is less than 0.05%

2. in products intended to conme into direct and
prol onged contact with skin such as:

- earrings,

- neckl aces, bracel ets and chai ns, anklets and
finger rings,

- wri stwatch cases, watch straps and buckl es,

- spect acl e and sungl ass franes,

- rivet buttons, buckles, rivets, zips and netal
tags used in garnents,

if the rate of nickel release fromthe parts of these
products comng into direct and prol onged contact
with the skin is greater than 0.5 ny/cnf/ week.

3. in products of the type listed in paragraph 2 above
where these have a non-ni ckel coating, unless the
coating is sufficient to ensure that the rate of
ni ckel release fromthose parts of such products
comng into direct and prol onged contact with the



skin does not exceed 0.5 ny/cnf/ week for a period of
at least two years of normal use of the product.



